944 Worthington Ridge 
1797 
Elijah Loveland Tavern (1797-1812) 


Elijah (1745-1826) tinsmith, innkeeper, 
American Revolution soldier 

& Lois Sage (1752-1773) 

& Ann Deming (1755-1804) 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Elijah Loveland Tavern, 944 Worthington Ridge, c.1797. The tavern operated 
from 1797 to 1812. A ballroom was located on the northern end and a barroom 
in what is now the South front room. The ballroom was torn down by the 
grandson in the mid 19" century. Like most other commercial buildings of this 
era (including the Berlin Hotel and Fuller Tavern), it is domestic in scale and 


construction. 
Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


At 944 Worthington Ridge is the Elijah Loveland Tavern, 
built c. 1797. It operated as a tavern from 1797 to 1812 and 
had a ballroom on its north end. The place is described in 
Catharine Melinda North’s History of Berlin: The property 
opposite Galpin’s store, now the home of the Misses Julia, 
Sarah, and Hattie Roys, daughters of the late Franklin Roys, 
was long known as the Elijah Loveland place. The house 
was once used by Mr. Loveland as a hotel. According to 
George H. Sage, whose history of the “Inns of Berlin” was 
published in the Berlin News of May 30, 1895, Mr. Loveland received his taverner’s license in 1797, 
and discontinued the business in 1812. There was a large addition on the north side of the house, 
with a ballroom on the second floor, which was often a scene of festivity. When Priest Goodrich was 
here, there was a revival in his church. It was before the chapel was built, and the extra meetings 
were held in Loveland’s ballroom. One cold night, when the place was crowded, the air became so 
close that suddenly every tallow candle went out, and all was in darkness. Mr. Goodrich, who feared 
that the people would attempt to go down the stairs and be injured, said in a commanding voice: 
“Keep still!” “Everybody keep still!” The people obeyed him and remained quietly in their seats until 
fresh air was admitted and the candles were again lighted. Elijah Loveland died in 1826, at the age 
of eighty-one. His son George, who inherited the homestead, had five sons and three daughters: 
William, George, Elijah, John, Henry, Sarah, Lois, and Maria. Henry, who remained at home, 
remodeled the old house and tore down the north part, that in later days had been used as a 
tenement. Mrs. C. B. Root, a tailoress, had for a time a shop in the lower rooms. The ballroom was 
used in the fifties by the Misses Pease and Stone, as a millinery and dressmaking establishment. 
The bar of the tavern was in the south front room and the money was kept in a corner cupboard in 
the next room back. When this cupboard was removed, Mr. Loveland found beneath it handfuls of 
sixpences and ninepences, that had slipped through the cracks. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 033 
1797 — Elijah Loveland Tavern 
current owner: M.B. Currier & Helen Roys 
Wood building, peak roof, central brick 
chimney, two stories and a half, 9 window 
front paired, 6 by 6, overhang on top of first 
and second stories, stone foundation. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1797 — Elijah Loveland taven current owner: Helen M. Roys Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 209 


1797 — Elijah Loveland Tavern current owner: Warren & Elsie Kingsbury 


Elijah Loveland received a license to operate a tavern in this building 
in 1797. Loveland retired in 1812, and died in 1826 at the age of 81. 
After his death, the house was taken over by his son George. Loveland's 
grandson, Henry, was the next owner; he remodelled it in the mid 19th 
century, tearing down a ballroom located on the north end of the struc- 
ture. The barroom of the tavern was located in what is now the south 
front room of the house. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1797 current owner: Richard Rice 


Genealogy 


Was in Revolutionary War. Elijah married 1st Lois who died in 1773. He 
married 2nd Anne/Anna Deming; he and Ann were both from Worthington 
[Berlin]. Elijah and Ann were members of Berlin Congregational Church in 1775. Elijah was a tinsmith 
with his son, George; they made footstoves. He had a Tavern at 944 Worthington Ridge c.1797; 19th 
building at north end of Worthington Ridge. He received a license in 1797 to operate a tavern in the 
building. Elijah retired in 1812. It went to son, George, and grandson, Henry. Elijah died at age 81 years. 
Tinsmiths of CT - p.174 North - p.197 Berlin Congregational Church Records - p.31 


Elijah Loveland (1745-1826) son of John Loveland and Comfort Talcott. In 1772 he married Lois Sage 
(1752-1773) daughter of David Sage & Lois Harris. In 1774 he married Anne Deming (1755-1804) 
daughter of Moses Deming & Sarah Norton. They had children Elijah Jr, George, Louise, Sally. He was a 
tinsmith and innkeeper. He served in the Revolutionary War in Major Sheldon’s Regiment, Captain 
Butler’s Company. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 


Tavern 1797-1812 — Berlin Historical Society photo 
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Elijah Loveland Tavern 
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Berlin Hartford 
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In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) . 


The Elijah Loveland Tavern has a five-bay facade with a central entry. 
The outer bays are paired and offset towards the corners of the house. 
The entry has a simple splayed clapboard stop. There are hewn over- 
hangs with bed moldings at the second floor and at the gable ends. _ 
The projecting window frames are plain; windows are fitted with 6-over-6 
sash. Second-floor windows fit directly into the bed molding: of the- 
molded cornice; the cornice has a partial return. The chimney, offset 
slightly to the left, is small and of later origin. The house retains 
an unusual amount of old or original exterior cladding. The south 
elevation, perhaps because it has been least exposed to the weather, 


still has clapboards secured by hand-wrought nails. To the rear is an 


early two-story, cross-gabled extension. (cont 
~ ad BUILDER 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 

Elijah Loveland received a license to operate a tavern in this building 
in 1797. Loveland retired in 1812, and died in 1826 at the age of 81. 
After his death, the house was taken over by his son George. Loveland's 
grandson, Henry, was the next owner; he remodelled it in the mid 19th 
century, tearing down a ballroom located on the north end of the struc~- 
ture. The barroom of the tavern was located in what is now the south 
front room of the house. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Architecturally, the Loveland Tavern is significant as a well-preserved 
example of an 18th-century commercial building. Like most other com- 
mercial buildings of this era (including the nearby Fuller Tavern and 
Berlin Hotel) it is domestic in scale and construction. The very plain 

‘ entry treatment, hewn overhangs, narrow clapboards, and hand-wrought 
nails are all typical of 18th-century vernacular construction. 


1855 Atlas 
North, pp. 197-9 
George H. Sage, "The Inns of Berlin," Berlin News, May 30, 1895. 
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Elijah Loveland Tavem (cont) 


17) (cont) Another notable feature is the use 

of graduated clapbo : 
overlapped to produce a narrow exposure on the first story they sing 
ee exposure on the second floor. The wide first-floor Clapboards on 
the south (left) elevation are probably replacements. This is the onl 
house in Berlin that retains this feature. J 


